
 Consum ers Energy Solut ion Cent er  

 

Get  Energy Sm art  W ith Building Maintenance 

Key Point s 

● Light ing and HVAC system s account  for  70 percent  of energy use in com m ercial buildings.   

● Prevent ive m aintenance can save energy and increase equipm ent  life and reliabilit y  for  t hese system s.  

● Make prevent ive m aintenance a key par t  of your  business energy im provem ent  st rategy.   

Saving energy is a great  way to cut  costs and boost  profit abilit y .  But  you're a business 

owner ,  not  an energy professional,  so where do you star t? Here's a t ip:  light ing and HVAC 

system s m ake up m ore t han 70 percent  of com m ercial building energy use,  according t o 

t he U.S. Depar tm ent  of Energy.   

Prevent ive m aintenance will im prove t he energy eff iciency of t hese system s, and you' ll 

have the added benefit s of increased equipm ent  life and reliabilit y .  What  are you wait ing 

for? Make prevent ive m aintenance a par t  of your  business energy st rategy.   

 

A prevent ive m aintenance program  that  opt im izes energy sav ings is m ore t han j ust  a check list  of it em s. Coordinate your  prevent ive 

m aintenance program  wit h your  overall energy m anagem ent  plan.  Review m aintenance policies when consider ing equipm ent  upgrades 

Light ing  

Effect ive light ing m aintenance can reduce your  energy cost s,  im prove product iv it y  and enhance v isibilit y .  Best  pract ices 

include:    

□ Clean the dust  off  f ix t ures,  lam ps and lenses every 6 t o 12 m onths.

□ Clean or  repaint  sm all room s every  year ,  and larger  room s every  two t o t hree years.  Dir t  collect s on sur faces,  which reduces 

the am ount  of light  they reflect .

□ Replace light s in groups.  Lam ps can lose up to 30 percent  of light  output  over  t heir  serv ice life.  Group replacem ent  saves labor  

and helps keep illum inat ion levels high.

□ Make sure lam ps and f ix t ures are com pat ible.  I nstalling new f ix t ures wit h new lam ps increases energy eff iciency and serv ice 

life.

□ Per iodically  t est  light  levels t o ensure that  t hey m atch the space and tasks being per form ed. The I llum inat ing Engineer ing 

Societ y  ( I ES)  prov ides light  level recom m endat ions.

H eat ing,  vent ila t ion  and a ir  condit ion ing ( H VAC)  

A prevent ive m aintenance program  can save on energy cost s and keep building occupants com for t able—and product ive—all year  

long.  Key elem ents include:   

□ Hire a qualif ied professional t o clean and inspect  your  HVAC system  equipm ent  at  least  once per  year .

□ I nspect  seals,  valves,  pipe j oint s and inst rum entat ion for  leaks and m ake repairs when needed.

□ Check gauges and other  inst rum entat ion to ensure that  t hey 're in line with building m aintenance policies or  m anufacturers'  

recom m endat ions.

□ Be sure all dam pers and linkages are connected and opening and closing as intended.

□ Clean heat  t ransfer  coils and replace f ilt ers as needed.

□ I nspect  m otors and check belt s regular ly  for  t ightness.

□ Make sure the cooling system  is charged with the r ight  t ype and am ount  of refr igerant—too m uch or  t oo lit t le can increase 

operat ing costs.

□ Clean and recalibrat e m ixed-air  and supply-air  sensors regular ly  t o ensure that  t hey m atch occupancy schedules and building 

condit ions.

https://new.consumersenergy.com/business/energy-efficiency/tips


or a building redesign.  View addit ional energy sav ing t ips and star t  saving today. 

 

Consum er s Ener gy  Solu t ion  Cen t er  has been  p r epar ed  solely  f or  t he pu r pose of  p r ov id ing  help fu l  in for m at ion  t o  user s of  t h is ser v ice.  The in for m at ion  has 

been  com p i led  by  Qu est l in e,  a con t r act or  t o  Con su m er s En er gy ;  h ow ev er ,  n o r ep r esen t at ion  is m ade by  ei t h er  Qu est l in e or  Con su m er s En er gy  as t o  t h e 

com plet eness or  accu r acy  of  t he in for m at ion  con t ained  t her ein .  I n  par t icu lar ,  som e in for m at ion  m ay  be incom plet e,  m ay  con t ain  er r or s or  m ay  be ou t  of  dat e.  

I n  add i t ion ,  nei t her  Quest l ine nor  Consum er s Ener gy  endor ses any  p r oduct  or  ser v ice m en t ioned  t her ein .  

https://new.consumersenergy.com/business/energy-efficiency/tips

